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Introduction

43
Intramuscular fat (IMF) is a main factor in meat quality because affects sensory, 44 nutritional and technologic properties of meat (Wood et al., 2004) . This trait can be 45 easily improved by selection due to its high heritability. There are few selection 
Statistical analysis
128
Descriptive statistics of carcass and meat quality traits at 9 and 13 wk were 129 estimated after correcting data by line, sex, and month-season fixed effects. Direct and 130 correlated responses to selection were estimated as the phenotypic differences between 131 high and low-IMF lines at 9 wk and at 13 wk. All the differences within age were 
148
In this case, after some exploratory analyses results were based on Monte Carlo
149
Markov chains runs consisting of 1,000,000 iterations, with a burn-in period of 150 200,000, and only one of every 100 samples were saved for inferences. Convergence 151 was tested using the Z criterion of Geweke and Monte-Carlo sampling errors were 152 computed using time-series procedures (Blasco, 2017) .
153
The parameters obtained from the marginal posterior distributions of the 154 differences between lines were: the median, the highest posterior density region at 95% (HPD95%) and the probability of the difference being greater than zero when the median 156 is positive or lower than zero when the median is negative (P0). Additionally, 1/3 of the 157 SD of a trait was considered as a relevant value (r) and the probability of relevance was 158 calculated (probability of the difference between lines being greater than r when the 159 median is positive or lower than r when the median is negative) (Pr). From the marginal Table 2 presents descriptive statistics of meat quality traits in LTL, BF, SS and 179 SP muscles at 9 and 13 wk of age. These muscles were chosen due to their different observed in previous studies in rabbits (Alasnier, Remington, & Gandemer, 1996 Table 4a 232
Differences between high and low intramuscular fat rabbit lines for meat traits in 233 several muscles at 9 wk of age. Table 5 336
Correlations between IMF content of the muscles
Medians and highest posterior density regions at 95% of probability (within brackets) of 
